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FOREWORD FROM THE NATIONAL LIBRARIAN  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The National and University Library of Iceland is a 
source of knowledge for everyone. It serves the 
Icelandic community in all areas of reference and 
academic discipline and plays a leading role in the 
collection, preservation and dissemination of 
information, thus making a vigorous contribution 
to culture, research and creative work. 
 

The bank crash in 2008 and the ensuing recession 
had serious consequences for the Library. Its 
budget allocation was cut by 6.5%, and with a 
weaker exchange rate, foreign materials have 
doubled in price. Funding for the main purchase 
item, the National Access, was secured for 2009 
and 2010, and in consultation with the Ministry it 
was decided to enter into three-year contracts 
with publishers. 
Attempts to streamline and cut back operational 
outlays have produced a positive operating 
balance.  Positions falling vacant have not been 
filled except where strictly necessary, which has 
reduced staffing positions by three and a half; 
shiftwork has been restructured, all purchasing has 
been scrutinized, trips abroad have been cut down, 
etc. The aim has been to keep staff in employment 
and maintain service levels. 
One of last yearΩs main tasks involved drawing up 
and adopting a new policy. This was approved in 
May under the title Access to Knowledge for 
Everyone: Policy for the National and University 
Library of Iceland, 2009 ς 2012. I should like to 
thank the many individuals who were involved in 
this work. 
¢ƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ мрth anniversary on 1 
December, a celebration was held, with a present-
ation of the Centre for Oral History and the launch 
of the electronic database Skemman. 

 

TARGET AGREEMENT 
Under the performance targets agreed in 2005 
between the Library and the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Culture, the main emphasis has been 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ role as an information provider.  A 
meeting with the Ministry was held in February to 
examine the main points of the agreement. The 
ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ digital national 
library and a digital research library.   Work was 
done on the following tasks under these headings 
during the year. 

DIGITAL NATIONAL LIBRARY 
 
Digitization of Icelandic materials 
The state budget for 2007 ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ 
funding for the digitization of Icelandic 
newspapers. This work, which was done mostly in 
Akureyri, continued last year and ended in March 
2010. Funding was sought to digitize the Official 
Gazette, the Law and Ministerial Gazette and 
regional newspapers in Akureyri, but it was not 
granted. Applications for sponsored projects have 
secured funding for work in Akureyri until autumn 
2010.  The total number of digitized pages now 
available on timarit.is is now c. 3.3 (2.6) million, 
and scanned (OCR) pages have now reached nearly 
3.2 (2.0) million; this technology makes textual 
searches possible. Digitization of manuscripts from 
the Reykjavík division of the Icelandic Literary 
Society (ÍBR) began last year, and work continued 
on the manuscript site handrit.is in collaboration 
with the Árni Magnússon Institutes in Reykjavík 
ŀƴŘ /ƻǇŜƴƘŀƎŜƴΦ ! ΨōŜǘŀΩ version of the site is 
open, with formal opening set for 2010. 
Preparations were started for a website of digitized 
books.  
 
Harvesting of Icelandic websites 
Katrín Jakobsdóttir, Minister of Education, Science 
and Culture, opened the Icelandic web archive, 
vefsafn.is, on 29 September. Searches by web 
addresses (URL) are possible in this initial version, 
but work will continue on further search facilities. 
Icelandic websites have been harvested regularly 
since 2004.  A copy of the web archive is hosted at 
Skýrr. It currently contains about 1,000 (450) 
million documents, and there were 26,609 (23,000) 
websites at the end of 2009. The quantity of data is 
15.6 (10.0) terabytes, with a back-up copy. Iceland 
is the first country in the world to give the public 
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access to material harvested from its national 
domain. The web archive is expected to be of great 
reference value e.g. for historians and journalists in 
the future. 
 
Reception of Icelandic digital material 
Preparations went ahead for the reception of 
digital material; the Library now receives digital 
material in pdf format for preservation via the e-
mail tgogn@bok.hi.is. Material is also collected 
from certain parties, and some have made 
contracts providing for automatic deposit as soon 
as materials are generated. The Centre for Oral 
History opened in the Library in 2007. Its digital 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
Minister opened a catalogue of its contents on 1 
December; this is available on munnlegsaga.is. The 
Library took over the operation of Skemman, an 
open-access collection of final-year student 
dissertations and staff research papers. 
Skemman.is is in a Dspace repository, an open-
source database. It began as a collaborative  
venture between the University of Akureyri and 
the College of Education, and now the University of 
Iceland, Bifröst, the College of Agriculture and the 
Icelandic Academy of the Arts have joined in. At 
the end of the year it held 3,952 works by 4,645 
authors. Another Dspace database was set up at 
the end of the year to house Icelandic legal deposit 
materials that are born digital.  
. 

DIGITAL RESEARCH LIBRARY 
 
National Access 
Discount terms for materials under the National 
Access (NA) for 2009 were negotiated to offset the 
weakening of the ISK in the economic crash, and 
funding was secured for 2009 and 2010 in 
collaboration with the Ministry. Future funding 
remains to be secured. New contracts were made 
with publishers at the end of 2009 covering 2010-
12. Few changes were made to materials under the 
NA, save that ProQuest 500 is to be replaced by 
Proquest Central, offering considerably more 
material for the same price. In a collaborative 
venture between the Library and the Icelandic 
Library Consortium, the SFX link solver was 
installed for the NA and the nationwide university 
system, opening on-line access to periodicals in the 
NA and the individual institutionsΩ libraries.  
Simultaneous searches are now possible in the 
subscription titles of the individual institutions and 
the NA.  The use of these databases is constantly 
growing. 
 

¢ƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎites 
A review oŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎites is in progress, 
aimed at harmonizing their design, interactivity 
and facilitating easier navigation between them. 
The review takes account of the priorities 
identified in a survey of webs in Icelandic public 
institutions by the company Sjá ehf, and applies 
the WCAG 2.0 (Web Content Accessibility 
Guidelines) regarding access by people with 
disabilities and impaired vision. The main web was 
opened in its revised version in March, as was a 
web covering Icelandic doctoral theses, updated in 
accordance with the new design theme of the 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎΦ The web archive was opened in 
September with the new design. The version of 
Skemman that was opened in April will be 
reviewed next year.  
 
Open Access 
Since 2006 the Library has participated in Nordbib, 
a four-year Nordic project to finance open access 
to scientific and research data. This will end in 
2010 and a possible continuation is under 
examination. An open-access web periodical 
produced in Open Journal Systems, ScieCom Info, 
has been developed in order to make scientific 
material available on the internet. It is supported 
by Nordbib as a forum for Nordic and Baltic 
academic interchange, with the emphasis on OA. 
Some articles from Iceland have been published 
there. The week 19-23 October was dedicated to 
Open Access in research libraries all over the 
world, the aim being to draw attention to the need 
for unrestricted access to these materials; the OA 
concept is becoming increasingly popular. 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ h! ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 
website, with links to further materials. Open 
Access was presented at a meeting of the Science 
Council in November. 
 
This report gives an account of the main projects 
carried out over the year at the Library, with 
statistics reflecting performance, key figures 
covering operations and the main figures from the 
financial statements. 
 
 

Ingibjörg Steinunn Sverrisdóttir 
National Librarian 

mailto:tgogn@bok.hi.is
http://www.munnlegsaga.is/
http://www.sciecom.org/sciecominfo
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KEY STATISTICS 
 
At the end of each year, statistics are processed covering the number of Library users and the services 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻrk of 
the Photographic Unit and the Bookbinding Room, ǎǘŀŦŦƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ {ƻƳŜ 
changes have been introduced to the presentation of these statistics, with the aim of simplifying them and 
bringing them into line with changes in operations. 
 

USERS AND SERVICES 
Library users include both those who visit the Library and those who make use of its websites. Guests using the 
Manuscript Department and National Department reading room are counted; precise counts of other users are 
not feasible, but surveys are made of users of the open access areas on the 3rd and 4th floors in the first week of 
each month. On weekdays during the university examination season, their numbers can reach up to 400.  
 

GUESTS USING 3RD AND 4TH FLOORS, 2007-2009 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


