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Artwork
In the Library

Some of the works presented in this guide were owned
by The National Library of Iceland, and others by the
The University Library, from before the two libraries
were amalgamated. Many works were given as gifts to
the new library at the celebration of the opening in the
new building on December 1st 1994.

National and University
Library of Iceland



2nd floor - entrance

Sculpture by Helgi Gislason: Title: Silfra
Metal sculpture, named after a rift in
Thingvellir. Gift from the University of
Iceland, 1994.

2nd floor - reference collection

Wall tapestry by the Norwegian artist
Synnéve Anker Aurdal:

Title: Words and Space

A gift from the Norwegian nation in the year
1974. The artist’s intention was to show the
sea, its waves and its magic and to point out
the poetic connections between Iceland and
Norway. The value of poetry is emphasized
in the quotations woven into the tapestry:

Heildg votn hléa = The sacred waters boil
(Grimnismal)

0g fegurdin mun rikja ein = And beauty shall
reign alone (Heimsljés)

Vi gar og géymer bort ein gud som gneistar gjen-
nom alt (Tor Jonson)

Madur er manns gaman = Man delights in man
(Havamal)

Stained-glass work by Leifur Breidfjord:
Title: The Human Spirit: Past-Present-

Future

Made for the occasion of the opening of the
Library on Dec. 1, 1994.

Arhis work depicts three Heads. The one on
the left represents the Past, with text from
old Icelandic manuscripts, The center one
shows the Present, with text under a
computer sign. The one on the right shows
the Future, an unwritten sheet.”
(www.breidfjord.com)

Stained-glass work by Gunnlaugur S. E.
Briem:

Hanging panel, the artist’s representation
of the text in an illuminated medieval
manuscript. The text is taken from Icelandic
Folktales and Legends, compiled by Jon
Arnason. The characters, designed by the
artist himself, are made of gold (1994).

Sculpture by Adalheidur Eysteinsdottir:
borsteinn Gylfason, a former professor of
philosophy at The University of Iceland. Gift
from his friends.

Sculpture by Magniis Agtstsson.
Egill Skallagrimsson (1995).

Painting by Kristjan Davidsson:

Abstract, untitled. The painting was made for
the occasion of the opening of the National
and University Library on Dec.1, 1994.

Ceramic bowl by Gudny Magnusdottir:
Gift from the Reykjavik City Library, 1994.

Painting by Eirikur Smith:
Untitled, a scene from Prestssaga Gud-
mundar gdda (Sturlunga saga).

Eylenda Musings, work by the American
artist, Jean Larson.

This work is based on photos taken in the
Western fjords in Iceland.

Work by Valgerdur Hauksdottir:
Island Il and 111 (1991).

Work by the Brazilian Maria Lucia Cattani:
4 corners of the world.

Tapestry woven in silk.
Gift from the Archives of Iran, 2015.

2nd floor - cafeteria
Stained-glass work by Sigridur
Asgeirsdottir (Systa): Title: Blue
Three part standing stained glass pane
(1994).

2nd floor - lecture room

Water colour paintings by Snorri Sveinn
Fridriksson:

Illustrations in the book Jon i Braudhtisum
by Halldér Laxness.

1st floor - entrance

Kayak:

Gift to the Icelandic nation from the
Greenlandic nation on the occasion of
the 50th anniversary of the Icelandic
republic in the year 1994.

1st floor - Special collections

Painting by Halldor Pétursson:
Portrait of Halldor Hermannsson,
former Professor of Old Norse Studies
at Cornell University (1943).

Painting by Sigurdur Sigurdsson:

Dr. Jon Steffensen, a physician and pas-
sionate book collector who donated his
books to the National and University
Library.

Sculpture by Rikaréur Jonsson:

Bust of Benedikt S. bdrarinsson, former
merchant and book collector whose
books are conserved in the library.
(Plaster/bronze, 1936.)

Painting by Nina Tryggvadottir:
Portrait of Halldor Laxness, the Icel-
andic writer who was awarded the
Nobel Prize in literature in 1955 “for his
vivid epic power which has renewed the
great narrative art of Iceland”.

Sculpture by the Norwegian Nils Aas:
Bust of the writer, Halldor Laxness,
first unveiled in an assembly held in
commemoration of the seventieth
anniversary of the publication of his
first book, Children of Nature (Bronze,
1989).

Portrait by Baltasar Samper:

Portrait of Hafsteinn Gudmundsson who
was a productive printer, publisher and
designer of books.

1st floor — reading room

Painting by Gunnlaugur Scheving:
Autumn Evening (1958).

Painting by Nina Tryggvadottir:
Steinn Steinarr, Icelandic poet (1939).

Sketch by Emile Lasalle:
Steingrimur Jénsson, biskup (1835).

Sculpture by Joseph Echteler:
Konrad v. Maurer, collected and published
Icelandic folk tales (1888).

Sculpture by Finnur Jonsson:
Johannes ur Kotlum, a well known Icelandic
poet.

Sculpture by Rikhardur Jonsson:

Finnur Jonsson who made extensive contri-
butions to the study of Old Norse Literature
(1920).

Sculpture by Brynjulf Larsen Bergslien:
Jon Sigurdsson, a 19th century leader of the
Icelandic independence movement (1871).

Sculpture by Einar Jonsson:
National Librarian, Gudmundur Finnboga-
son (1943).

1st floor - Manuscript Department

Painting by Hringur Johannesson:

Gift to the Manuscript Department in 1997 in
memory of Grimur M. Helgason, former
head of the Manuscript Department in The
National Library, from his family.



