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Surrealistahdpurinn Medusa

Surrealistahopurinn Medusa var stofnadur af nokkrum nemendum i
Fjolbrautaskolanum i Breidholti i arslok 1979 og birtist stefnuyfirlysing
hopsins i skdlabladinu Grjupan i arsbyrjun 1980. Hdépurinn var starf-
andi i taep sjo ar og & peim tima komu at 30 utgafur fra Medusu, mest
lj6dabaekur, en einnig hljédsnaeldur, smasdogur, timarit, postkort, vegg-
spjold og baeklingar.

Hoépurinn stéd ad ljodaupplestrum, tonleikum og gjorningum og rak
galleri i tvd ar, Skruggubud & Sudurgotu 3a. Par voru haldnar alpjod-
legar samsyningar surrealista og var MedUsa i samstarfi vid sUrrealista
a Nordurlondum um utgafu timarits sem var kennt vid Dunganon. Auk
bess hafdi Medusa m.a. samstarf vid surrealista i Frakklandi og Kanada
og birtust verk Medusumanna i timaritum sem gefin voru Gt i Frakklandi,
Bretlandi, Svipjod og vidar. Flestar Utgafurnar eru eftir Sjon, por Eldon,
Einar Melax, Matthias Magnusson, Olaf Engilbertsson og Jéhamar, en
einnig eiga par hlut ad mali Kristinn Seemundsson, Bjork Gudmunds-
déttir, Margrét Ornélfsdéttir, Alfred Floki, Tony Pusey og fleiri. Sidasta Gt-
gafan fra Medusu kom Ut 1986, sama ar og Smekkleysa var stofnud, en
margir sem tengdust Medusu voru stofnendur Smekkleysu.

Flestar Utgafur Medusu eru nu komnar i bokverkasafn og hljédsafn
Landsbdkasafns og veggspjold og postkort eru einnig hluti af pvi efni sem
adstandendur Medusu afhenda nu Landsbokasafninu.

Medusa gaf Ut timaritid Geltandi vatn arid 1985. Adeins kom Ut eitt tolu-
blad. | pvi birtist svohljédandi yfirlysing: .Geltandi vatn er gefid Gt af
Medusu og er malsvari og hljédnemi astriona okkar. Hédan munum vid
molva allt sem reynir ad hindra okkur i pvi ad eiga stefnumot vid Lifid.
Uppreisn hofudskepnanna getur ekki bedid lengur. Vid verdum ad varpa
ollu fra okkur svo vid getum dheft af sidalogmalum logreglu og presta
leitad nyrra leida til ad lifa...” Einnig birtist m.a. i bladinu opid bréf til
Steingrims Hermannssonar paverandi forsaetisradherra og annad bréf
til Ted Joans, bandarisks surrealista. Annad tolublad Geltandi vatns var
tilbuid til prentunar i april 1985 en var ekki gefid Ut og birtist hluti ritsins
nu i fyrsta sinn. Allt ritid verdur gefid at 18. febrdar 2020 - & 124 ara
afmaeli André Breton - i takmorkudu upplagi. Medal efnis er opid bréf
til Landsbdkasafns [slands - Haskélabdkasafns, undirritad af Johannesi
Oskarssyni - Jéhamri, 1j6d eftir bér Eldon, myndasaga eftir borstein Sig-



urd Gudjonsson, sludur eftir Dag Sigurdarson og smasaga eftir Bjork.
Orsyning med Gtgafum Medusu, ljédabékum, hljédsnaeldum, smasdgum,
timaritum, pdstkortum, veggspjoldum og baeklingum stendur yfir i safn-
inu til 20. april 2020.

The surrealist group Medusa

The Icelandic surrealist group Medusa was founded by several students
at the Fjolbrautaskélinn in Breidholt (Breidholt Community College) at
the end of 1979 and the group’s manifesto was published in the school
magazine Grjupan in the beginning of 1980. The group was active for al-
most seven years and at that time Medusa published 30 editions, most
of them poetry books. short stories, magazines, postcards, posters and
brochures.

The group performed poetry readings, concerts and performances and ran
a gallery for two years, Skruggubud at Sudurgata 3a in Reykjavik. There,
MedUsa organized international surrealist exhibitions and collaborated
with surrealists in the Nordic countries in the publication of the maga-
zines Dunganon Again and Dunganon ‘s Return. In addition, Medusa col-
laborated with surrealists in France and Canada, and the works of group
members appeared in magazines published in France, the United King-
dom, Sweden and elsewhere. Most of the releases are by Sjon, Pér Eldon,
Einar Melax, Matthias Magnusson, Olafur Engilbertsson and Joéhamar,
but releases also include Kristinn Seemundsson, Bjérk Gudmundsdottir,
Margrét Ornélfsdottir, Alfred FLoki, Tony Pusey and more. The last edition
of MedUsa was published in 1986, the same year that Smekkleysa (Bad
Taste) was founded, but many those that were connected to Medusa were
the founders of Smekkleysa.

Most of the editions of MedUsa are now preserved in the National Library,
and posters and postcards are also part of the material that Medusa s
group members now hand over to the National Library.

Medusa published the magazine Geltandi vatn (Barking Water) in 1985.
Only one issue was published. It included a manifest, one paragraph
reads as follows: “Barking Water is published by Medusa and is our ad-
vocate and the microphone of our passions. From here, we will crush
everything that tries to stop us from making an appointment with life. The



rebellion of the Elements can no longer wait. We have to throw everything
away so that we can get free from the ethics of police and priests and
seek new ways of life ... " In the magazine there is an open letter to Stein-
grimur Hermannsson, then prime minister of Iceland, and another letter
to American surrealist Ted Joans. The second issue of Barking Waterwas
ready for printing in April 1985 but was not released and will be published
for the first time on Andre Breton’s birthday 18 February, in a limited
edition. Among the topics in that second issue is an open letter to the
National and University Library of Iceland, signed by Jéhannes Oskars-
son - Johamar, a poem by Pér Eldon, a comic strip by Porsteinn Sigurdur
Gudjonsson, some gossip by Dagur Sigurdarson and a short story by
Bjork. A small exhibition with Medusa publications; poetry books, audio
recordings, short stories, magazines, postcards, posters and leaflets is
on display in the library until April 20, 2020.

I Landsbékasafn islands
’ Haskdlabdkasafn

Umsjén syningar og samantekt texta /Curator: Olafur J. Engilbertsson.
Sérstakar pakkir /Special thanks: Benedikt Hjartarson, Utfhildur Dagsdottir.
A syningunni eru prentgripir Ur bokverkasafni LBS-HBS auk utgafa i einkaeigu.
On display are editions from the book-art collection of the library and from private collectors.
Ad syningunni unnu fyrir hdnd safnsins/ On behalf of the library:
Jokull Saevarsson, Olafur J. Engilbertsson, Rannver H. Hannesson.



