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The Russian Revolution in 1917 is one of the most dramatic
events of the 20th century and it had a profound influence on
politics around the world. It was a series of uprisings in Russia
that first led to the collapse of the dictatorship of the Russian
emperor, but then to the taking power of soviets under the control
of the Bolsheviks. The causes of the revolution were multi-
faceted. There was not much political freedom in Russia com-
pared to other European countries. The Emperor’s oppression
was directed against both political opponents and people from
other groups in the community. Land ownership was unequal
and a small group of landowners owned most of it. Growth in
cities and increased industrialization led to the emergence of
a special labor force in Russia in late 19th century. There was
a sharp rise in population growth in the largest cities, Peters-
burg and Moscow, and laborers lived there in poverty. During the
International Women’s Day (March 8 or February 23, according
to the old Russian calendar) in 1917, women in a textile factory
in Petersburg began strike, which soon merged with protests
because of bread shortage. In the next few days, all industrial
activities in the city were paralyzed. A part of the soldiers that
was sent to St. Petersburg to prevent the strike joined the pro-
testers and then the government resigned. In March the emperor
Nicholas Il resigned and a preliminiray government took power.

In 1917, the influence of the radical arms of the Russian Socialist
Democrat Group, the so-called Bolsheviks, increased. Their lead-
er was Vladimir llitsj Uljanov who called himself Lenin. In Sep-
tember, the Council in Petersburg freed arrested victims and one
of them, Leon Trotsky, was appointed President of the Council.
In October, Lenin turned to Russia, and the Communist Par-
ty’s central government officially agreed to take power. The so-
called October Revolution began in Tallinn on October 23, 1917,
but two days later in St. Petersburg (October 25 or November
7th according to our calendar). The revolution occurred relatively
quickly and did not cause many deaths. The provisional admin-
istration was resolved from power, but instead an advisory board
was appointed under the auspices of a representative. Among



the first actions of the gov-
ernment were to bring all the
land into the hands of farm-
ers, national banks, delegate
council boards, raise wages
and establish an eight hours
working day. Bank deposits
and property of the Church
were confiscated.

The reports in Iceland about
the Russian revolution were
at first very few, as World War
| was in full swing. On March
17, 1917, a brief report in
Morgunbladid revealed that
the Russian emperor had
dropped power and was a
prisoner of the parliament.
On 20 March, there was a de-
tailed article in the paper that
discussed the revolution in
Russia positively and talked
about the new liberal regime,
and that “Eastern Europe
could expect a more rapid
growing development in the
next few years than anyone
would have dreamed about.”

The newspaper Visir said on
November 8 that there were
serious conflicts between
the Russian government and
“Maximalists” (Bolsheviks). A
larger article appeared in the
newspaper on November 10,
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Bretar hafa hafid nyja sékn i Flandern og tekid porp-
in Mosselmarkt, Passchendael og Gonberg.

Alvarlegar skeror milli rdssnesku stjérnarinnar og
Maximalista. Stjérnarherinn hefic Petrograd & valdi sinu.

(Simekeyti fré 6. névember ekki komid fram).



which said that Bolsheviks had taken full power over telephones,
news agencies, banks and other institutions, and Lenin had be-
come a monarch. A detailed press release was published in the
newspaper Logrjetta on November 14th, and said that the allies’
boards did not want to recognize the rule of the “Maximalists” in
Russia, as their peace demands were contrary to the wishes of
the allies. Lenin was a great enthusiast and had strong opinions
and teachings. He was the head of the armed forces of the social-
ists and workers that longed for the most radical revolution.
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Strioio.

Borgarastyrjold { Résslandi.

Hver frjettin rekur n abra um
rostur i Rsslandi, og par mjog al-
varlegar. Abur er bess getib, ab peg-
ar pingid kom saman ni fyrir nokkru,
gaus upp Gsamlyndi undir eins &
fyrsta fundinum, En bad var flokkur,
hinna &kofustu jafnadarmanna, sem
osveigjanlegastur var par til sam-
komulags, og hafdi samtok um a¥
ganga af bingi, eftir pvi sem sim-
fregnirnar sogdu. T so. thl. Légr.
hafdi ruglast nokku® til frissgn um
petta. En svo virdist, sem 6samlyndi
milli Maximalista og stjérnarinnar
hafi fir pessu magnast, panga® til dr
vard fullkomin uppreisn fra peirra
haliu { Petrograd gegn stjorninni. Er
nnast sagt fra pessu i fregnskeyti il
Mrgbl. fra 8. p. m.

Dar segir, ab langardagskvoldis 3.
b. m. hafi framkvemdanefnd her-
manna- og verkmannribsins krafist
yfirrida § Petrograd, bannad her-
monnunum ad hiyda fyrirskipunum
herstjérnarri®isin og sagt foringja
pess andviga Iybveldinu, Hafi hin
14ti pau bob Gt ganga til hermann-
anna, ab peir skyldu as eins hiysnast
peim fyrirskipunum, sem fré henni
kaemu, Fregnin segir, ab stjornin hafi
reynt a¥ f4 nefndinua til ab afturkalla
Pessa fyrirskipun og haft i hotunum
vib hana, en bad kom fyrir ekki.
Nefndin hjelt fast vid pab, sem hin
hafsi gert.

|

Leid svo fram & privjudag, 6. p.
m,, pi var ng stiorarbylting hafin
og o6llu sambandi slitis milli hofud-
borgarinnar og dthverfa hennar.
Uppreisnarmenn niu simum, talsim.
um, friettastofum, binkum og &Srum
stofnunum _algerlega 4 sitt vald.
Nasta kvold segja friettirnar b
Petrograd sje & beirra valdi, setulidiy
fylgi beim ab milum og stiérmarbylt-
ingin sje fullkomin, ~brébabyrgta-
stiérninni sje.steypt og margir af
ribherrunum sjeu settir i vardhald.
Lenin, foringi hinni krofuhorbustu
medal j:

'ab allic rébherrarnis hafi verit telnir
fastir nema Kerensky, en ess er ekki
getid, hvort hann hafi forbad sjer
undan, eda pd ad uppreisnarmenn hafi
ekki lagt hond & hann vegna Iy5-
hylli hans, og er hib fyrra b6 lik-
legra, pvi fregnin segir, ab peir keri
hann fyric landrad. 1 opinb. tilk.
ensku segir, a¥ dlitid sje ad Kerensky
hafi farid til vigvallanna til pess ab
safna saman hinum gretnari monnum,

| og bendir pad 4, a5 menn viti ekkert

med vissu um hann nd.
Pad kemur fram i fregnunum, ab fult
hefur ekki veri® i fram-

og

g jafuframt peirra, sem fastast
heimta frib, ridi nit logum og lofum

i Rbsslandi, en stefnuskriin sje st,
ab frivur sje saminn pegar i stad.
Jafnframt fylgir fregn um Dad, ab
Rissar sjeu fasir til ab lita 1ond af
héndum.

anmn § Mrgbl, sem hier hefur
verid fylat, segir a8 Kerensky hafi
2 ofurlitlams meir bluta § Dinginu,
en b6 & pann hitt, ay honum hafi
verits sett yms skilyr¥i, svo sem um
stofnun  velferSarnefndar, a¥ hann
kaemi i veg fyrir borgarastyrjold, ljeti
Iond af hendi til banda og a¥ Rissar
fengju bandamenn til a koma fram
me¥ dkvedna frivarskilmla, Er aud-
sjed & pessum skilyrdum, a8 bau eru
stilud af jafnadarmannaflokkunum.
En um afstobu hinna flokkanna il
Kerensky og stjérnarinnar er ckki
geti. Onnur fregn segir, a¥ meiri
hluti pingsins hafa greitt atkv. gegn
Kerensky, En afstaba hans innan
Dingsins skiftir a8 sjalfsogdu lith
meSan voldin eru i hondum uppreisn-
armanna, Fregn fri 9. b. m. segir,

kvamdaneind hermanna- og verk-
mannarédsins um Dab, sem gert hef-
ur verit, pvi par segir, a8 minnihluta
jafnaSarmenn hafi sagt sig Gr henni,
enda var lika stjérn si, sem steyptvar,
ad meiri hluta skipud monnum Gr
jafnabarmannaflokkunum, og &Srum
flokkum, sem peim standa neerri {
skobunum. Pessir flokkar hafa pvi
rofnad nd i byltingunni.

Stjornic  bandamanna vilja ekki
vidurkenna yfirrdd Maximalista
Risslandi, enda eru lika frisarkrofur
beirra gerdar bvert & méti oskum
bandamanna, og nt vilja Maximal-
istar koma & vopnahljei pegar i stab.
Dbab virdist nit lika yfirvofandi, ab
Dbjébverjar taki Petrograd. Fregnir
iré 10, . m. segja, ab peir hafi tekis
Alandseyjar og sjeu ab setja heréland
i Helsingfors, hofudborg Finnlands.
Hins vegar er sagt ab Kosakkalis,
sem fylgi Kerensky, Korniloff og
Kalendin a¥ milum, sje & lei§ til
Petrograd gegn uppreisnarménnum,
En Korniloff hafdi aSur gert upp-
reisn gegn Kerensky, eins og kunn-
ugt er, bebis lLegra hlut og veris
handtekinn, og Kaledin haf$i gengist
fyrir  sjerveldishreyfingu § SuSur«
Russlandi, svo ab ekki er gott a¥ atta
sig &, hvernig pvi sje varid, ab fylgis-
menn beirra briggja geti ni tekis
héndum saman. En & 65rum eins tim-
um og eim, sem ni eru i Risslandi,
gerist margt skjotlega.

Lenin.

Maximalista-foringinn Lenin, sem
nfi er sagdur rida mestu i Petrograd,
er wvintyramabur mikill. Haon er
rissneskur abalsmadur og logfraed-
ingur, lenti 4 ungum aldri i stjor-
mélaerjum og var {t af peim rekinn
i titlegd til Siberiu. En hann f1y¥i pab-
an og komst til Sviss, eins og fleiri
Russar, sem lentu i 6vild hja keisara-
stjérninni, Par for hann ad gefa Gt
blab, sem eggjadi til byltingar § Riss-
landi og var mjdg svasid. Var pi
laumad inn § Rissland, pétt forbobis
vari, eins og fleiri slikum ritum, og
var$ Lenin pvi toluvert kunnur i
Risslandi fyrir starfsemi sina i Sviss,
og ymsar tillogur hans hofSu par
4hrif. Haon er sagur mjog mikill
dkafamadur, einbeyttur, djarfur og
malskur, en pykir litill héfsmadur §
skoBunum sinum og kenningum, Ni
er hann mialdra madur, eda vel pad.
Lenin er gervinafn, sem hann hefur
tekid sjer, en hid rjetta nafn hans er
Ulianof,

Pegar stiérnarbyltingin hofst
Risslandi, var Lenin i Sviss. En hann
fjekk bé heimkomuleyfi eins og abdrir,
sem likt stod & fyrir. P er sagt, a¥
byltingmannastjornin hafi lengi veris
i efa um, hvort hin ®tti a¥ leyfa
honum landsvist. Miljukoff hafsi lagt
mjog 4 moti pvi, en Kerensky fanst
Dbab 6rad, a¥ banna nokkrum manni
heimkomu vegna stj6ramélaskodana
hans, sagbi, a5 Lenin mundi versa
kobabur sem pislarvottur i Riss-
landi, ef gerd veeri undantekning &
honum, Fjekk hann svo heimfarar-
leyfi5 og kom til Risslands yfir
Dbyskaland Asam fleiri Rissum, sem
honum voru dhangandi. Komu b
Degar upp sbgur um pad, ab Lenin
veeri launadur af Pjobverjum til pess
ab flytja peirra erindi medal Rissa.
Ekkert hefur b6 sannast um bab,
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Degar Lenin kom til Petrograd, for
hann ab gefa ft blad, sem ,,Prawda”
hjet, eda ,Sannleikurinn®, og var ad-
alstefoumark Dess, ab koma & fridi
begar i stad. Bladid gerdist pvi britt
andvigt braSabyrgastjérninni. Dad
taladi eindregid mali oreigalydsins,
hvatti hermennina til a¥ leggja vopn-
in nidur, hvad sem fyrirlidar og stjérn
segdu, og snita sjer ab hinu, ad koma
4 jafnabarmannastjérn i landinu, er
sivan yrdi til fyrirmyndar ollum
heimi. Petta bla¥ Lenins fjekk grid-
armikla fitbreidslu og pvi var kent um
$ms af beim upppotumm, sem urdu
i hernum til og fr, og cins um ymis-
leg uppbot, sem verkalySurinn gerdi
gegn atvinnuveitendunum. A pennan
hatt vard Lenin, a¥ minsta kosti §
aliti manna, avalforingi pess fylking-
ararms jafnabarmanna- og  verk-
‘manna-flokkanna, sem lengst gekk §
ollum kréfum um pad, a¥ byltingin
yrdi sem réttckust begar § stad. Og.
bar sem hernaSurinn Gt 4 vid var til
hindrunar pvi, ad bad stjoraméla-
fyrirkomulag, sem fyrir Lenin vakti,
gaeti komist &, pé krafdist hann fridar
Pegar i stab, ckki sjerfrivar vis Bjéy-
verja, heldur ab allar 6fridarpjédirn.
ar legbu vopnin nidur. Hann krafSist
af jafnabarmonnum Dskalands sams
konar byltingar og Russar hofbu gert,
og atlabist svo til, a’ jafnabarmanna-
flokkar allra rikja &lfunnar takju
héndum saman, neyddu stjornirnar til
| frivar og takju bj6vfjelagsskipunina
| & sinar hendur. Dessi hugsun kom
mijog fram hjk rissneskum jafnabar-
monnum § sumar og haust, sem leib.
Lenin hafti mesta tri 4 bysku jafn-
aBarménnunum til framkvaemda pess-
um hugsjénum sinum, og badi fra

hilfu rissneskra og pyskra jafnaSar-
| manna voru miklar tilraunir gerdar
| til pess ab koma & alpjobafundi mebal
jafnadamanna, er teki 6friSarmilin til
mebferdar og reyndi a¥ koma sittum

pétt gmsar likur bendi § b dttina. | & Al petta forst po fyrir, og Lenin
| hva

rf um hrid af sjonarsvidinu.
| Vegna pess ab hann var talinn upp-
| hafsmalue a5 _uppreisnum. beim i
hernum, sem dur eru nefndar, var
| hann sakatur um Tandréb af stjom:
inni, og hin gaf 4t skipun um ab
hann og helstu fylgifiskar hans yrsu
handteknir. En Lenin hvarf b, og
komst undan, a8 sogn til Finnlands,
| eba til Svipjédar, a¥ pvi er sumir
segja. En nit hefur hann aftur komis
fram & sjénarsvidi® 4 pann hitt, sem
fri er sagt hjer & undan.
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